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JonN MuiR 
' ' '"f () .. [ O"VT£7 f,S [> /Y ·r·N1 I7 T rr ."' 
. . _. .L . "· . 1-\ .. 1. tj L 
by Frank E. Buske 
copyright@ 1989, 1991, by Frank E. Buske 
(Editor's note: Dr. Frank Buske, emeritus professor and former Chair of the English Department at 
the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, now lives in Tucson, Arizona. This paper was presented at the 
1990 John Muir Conference at UOP, and is published here, along with letters from a private 
collection, with the author's permission.) 
Muir spent the winter of 1873-75 at the McChesney home in 
having come down from his beloved mountains to spend 
putting into words some of the observations he had made 
the trees and the glaciers and on the 
Mrs. Jeanne Carr and others of hls 
had, for a long time, been 
hlm to do more writing; 
there was a market for 
a need for him to set down 
while they were still fresh · 
Mrs. McChesney, in a later 
described Muir as 
in what we call now 
a blue flannel shirt, but was 
a sprig of some green plant as 
" 
Muir's apparel would be "f'f''Vf'''" 
of life he most enjoyed. He 
to dress for any formal"N'""'''" 
to avoid any social gathering that 
clothing and behavior that 
to him. Although he had 
written of hls loneliness, 
enviously about his relatives and 
who had married and were raising families, he seems to 
made no effort to alter his own bachelor status during that 
in the Bay Area. 
The subject of John Muir and his relationship with women is 
interesting to ponder, and is a topic that has r-eceived a good deal 
of attention and even more misinformed speculation. Some verses 
that he wrote before this time, hlghly critical of 
young women, their appearance and the way they 
dressed, prompted his friend, Bradley Brown, to 
write the eighteen-year old Muir, "Excuse me, 
John, but perhaps unreciprocated love was the 
cause of your rhyming against the sweet little 
creatures. To love is painful, that is true. Not to 
love is painful, too. But oh! It gives the greatest 
pain to love and not to be loved again." The 
subject of Muir's poem may well have been 
imaginary but Brown's observations can certainly 
be considered prescient. 
At twenty-two, in Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, working with ice-boat inventor 
Wiard, John Muir wrote his brother, David, 
telling him of the people he was meeting. David, 
very much a ladies' man, replied, "I would like 
very well to hear that piano and Miss E.P. (excuse 
me, John) playing on it." Miss E.P. was, of 
course, Emily Pelton, niece of the proprietors of 
the Mandell House where Muir was living. 
In December of that same year, John Muir wrote his sister, 
Sarah, and her husband, David Galloway, of an occasion which 
shows a rather vivid picture of his social skills: 
(continued on pa g e 3) 
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NEWS NOTES.· 
JOHN MUIR CENTER PUBLICATION PROGRAM 
The John Muir Center announces the continuation of its series of 
volumes based on the California History Institute conferences. The Center staff 
has completed the editing of the most outstanding papers from last year's 
conference devoted to the work of John Muir. The volume will consist of over 
one dozen essays, and it will feature an introductory essay written especially for 
this volume by the well-known Muir scholar, Frank Buske, Professor Emeritus of 
the University of Alaska. The chapters of the book tentatively entitled, John Muir 
in Historical Perspective, focus on various aspects of Muir's career for el\ample 
Muir and literature; others are onMuir and various locales, such as Twenty Hill 
Hollow, the Pacific Northwest, South America and southern Africa and, of course, 
Yosemite. Other chapters will deal with individuals in Muir's life such as Jeanne 
Carr, the Strenzels, Josiah Dwight Whitney, Clarence King, C.D. Robinson, and 
John Swett. A final group of chapters deal with Muir and the environment. 
Readers of this newsletter will undoubtedly be interested in obtaining a copy of 
this publication. A forthcoming issue will provide information on publisher, date 
of publication and price when these details are set. 
The John Muir Center is very pleased to announce that later this year 
a volume containing some of the best presentations made to the 1995 History 
Institute on the topic of California and the Pacific Rim will be published by the 
eminent English publisher, Routledge. The book is entitled Studies in the 
Economic Histoo- of the Pacific Rim. It contains fourteen chapters, an 
introductory essay, and has been edited by Professors Sally M. Miller and Dennis 
0. Flynn of the University of the Pacific and Professor John Lathan! of the 
University of Swansea in Wales. As soon as the date of publication is announced, 
readers of this newsletters will be informed of the price and how to order their 
copies 
SCHOLARLY NEWS AND INQUIRIES 
"Thoreau's World and Ours" is the theme for the 1997 Thoreau 
Institute, a two-week course, June 30-July 12, designed for a small group of high 
school teachers interested in exploring the natural and cultural histories of the 
Walden Woods and Concord areas in order to develop environmental knowledge, 
techniques and skills suitable for classroom use. Jointly sponsored by The 
Walden Woods Project and the Thoreau Society, the Institute's mission is to 
integrate study of literature and the land, with particular emphasis on the life and 
writings of Thoreau, and to foster a commitment to land stewardship. For 
information and registration materials, contact the Program Director, The Thoreau 
lnstiture, 44 Baker Farm, Lincoln, MA 01173, phone 617-259-9411; fax 617-259-
1470. For information the Thoreau Society, call617-259-9411. For the Walden 
Woods Project call617-367-3787. 
Philippe Caterino of Alpengroup, in conjunction with the American 
Land Conservancy, is el\ploring ways to assist the National Park Service in 
acquiring the John Muir Gravesite at Martinez. For more information, contact 
him at Alpengroup, PO box 3538, Lake Tahoe, NV 98449, or by email at 
alpengrp@sierra.net 
James McKusick University of Maryland, is working on a manuscript 
el\ploring Muir's literary antecedents and his philosophical and literary ties to the 
English Romantic poets. He can be reached at the English Department, University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County, Baltimore, MD 21250, email 
mckusick@umbc.edu 
John and Annie Bidwell, Muir's close friends in Chico, are the 
subject of a book co-authored by Michael Gillis, History Department, CSU Chico. 
He will discuss his findings in a presentation at the 43rd annual meeting of the 
Conference of California Historical Societies, June 19-22 at Chico. For further 
information contact the Bidwell Mansion Association, 525 Esplanade, Chico, CA 
95926, phone 916-877-6649. 
LEARNING WIDLE BACKPACKING 
Newsletter readers will be interested to learn of the el\citing program 
of wilderness field studies sponsored by the Sierra Institute and scheduled for fall, 
1997. As part of the El\tension Division of the University of California of Santa 
Cruz, a two-week backpacking session has been scheduled for September 2-
0ctober 17 to el\plore the ecology of the Sierra. A second session on California 
wilderness, or nature, philosophy and religion, has been scheduled for September 
10 to November 5. Each earns 15 units for enrollees.. For detailed information, 
contact the Sierra Institute, University of California El\tension, 740 Front St., 
Suite 155, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. The Institute has also scheduled a number of 
field trips for the summer. They include one on the mountain ecology of the High 
Sierra (June 26-Julyl6) and another on nature philosophy and Californa's 
wilderness (July 15-August 18). These may be fully enrolled by now, but contact 
the Sierra Institute about its waiting list. · 
ANNUAL INSTITUTE APPROACHES MILESTONE 
The California History Institute concluded a weekend symposium 
April 18-20, 1997 on the campus of the University of the Pacific. This oldest 
annual conference devoted to topics of California and the West has now been held 
for forty-nine consecutive years, a record few other scl)olarly organizations in the 
western half of the United States can match. The conference, held over three 
days, was devoted to the subject of "California and the Pacific Northwest in 
Literature and Film." This topic was a logical one for the Institute. Literary and 
other' creative responses to the West Coast have become a rich vein of American 
culture over almost two centuries. Thus, an ample number of very rewarding 
sessions were available for the one hundred or so participants. Eight sessions 
were held featuring a total of two dozen presenters. The program was co-chaired 
by Professors Heather Mayne and Reinhard Lutz of the Department of English of 
the University of the Pacific. 
Some of the presentations included California's 'Poetry of Place' ; the 
emergence of Los Angeles as a literary territory; on 'writing California '; recent 
California Chicana Literature; landscape in the poems of Robinson Jeffers; a paper 
comparing the writing styles of Ben Franklin and Richard Brautigan; California 
and the Vietnam War as seen in Robert's Stone's Dog Soldiers; and the fiction of 
Eugene Klein. Another series of presentations discussed the impact of John 
Muir's wilderness preservation ethic in Texas; the narrative poetry of Joaquin 
Miller's Life Among the Modocs; and the popular stereotypes embodied in 
wilderness cartoon fiction. Other sessions covered French intellectuals and 
California Culture; California's car culture; images of California in contemporary 
rap music; and an examination of the "post western" in Ameritcan mythos. A last 
group of presentations enquired into proverbs about women from California and 
the Pacific Northwest, author Raymond Carver on the Columbia River, and the 
Skagit Valley in literature. In addition to this rich fare, participants enjoyed a 
library el\hibit on Stockton's historic diversity and had an early breakfast foil wed 
by a provocative paper and lively discussion on the editor's craft, sponsored by the 
Jed Smith Society. 
For those who may have missed the conference, there will be an 
opportunity to catch up with some of these topics later when the John Muir Center 
for Regional Studies publishes a volume of some of the edited papers. (See related 
story in this issue.) 
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AN EPISODE IN THE YOSEMITE: "TO LOVE IS PAINFUL .. (conrinued . . . ) 
gregarious person, she dreamy, with a romantic nature and a 
"Madonna-like appearance." John Muir probably resembled, to 
some degree, the character, Kenmuir, in the novel Zanita, a 
product of Therese Yelverton's time in the Yosemite, though her 
phrases about "glorious auburn hair" and the like probably 
bespoke more her attraction to him than reportorial reality. 
fu the early 1870's, James Hutchings made several extended 
trips away from the Yosemite and there were rumors that Muir and 
Elvira Hutchings went away on botanizing trips for several days at 
a time. Still today a cabin in Yosemite is called "Muir's cabin," 
not because he ever lived there but because it was alleged that 
Muir and Elvira Hutchings met at this building to go off on their 
rambles. 
Jeanne Carr probably did not know of these trips--if, indeed, 
they did take place--and she probably had no reason to suspect any 
irregularity in the friendship of her two special people. Muir may 
have given her some idea of his bond with Mrs. Hutchings as early 
as July 6, 1872, when he wrote of a possible trip for Mrs. Carr and 
himself and suggested, "Perhaps Mrs. Hutchings may go with us." 
Three weeks later he again wrote, "I need a talk with you more 
than ever before. Mrs. Hutchings is always kind to me, and the 
clearness of her views on all spiritual things is very extraordinary. 
·She appreciates your friendship very keenly, and I am glad to 
think you will soon know each other better." 
Whatever Mrs. Carr had heard from the Yosemite--and it is 
surprising how quickly news travelled in those days--she probably 
was not prepared for a letter she received from Elvira Hutchings, 
dated April12, 1873: 
"Will you take a few moments from your busy life to 
talk with me. For I have felt for some time, that I must stretch 
out my hands for help and strength over these mountain 
walls, and clasp others that have known the inner and the 
outer side of things. 
I believe you have felt the shadow that lies over my 
outward life, and so I will simply say: 'They gave me away, 
unloving, they knew, when, a foolish, irresponsible child. 
They gave my body away, not caring or thinking whether my 
soul did or could follow it, and I lived on contentedly for a 
while, as usual, with mother and sister, feeling half· 
consciously at times, however, that all was not right. As I 
grew, and knew more of myself and him, (Hutchings) these 
feelings grew and I felt dimly, the fearful gulf between us; 
still the awakening came, apparently, suddenly, and its deep, 
deep, shadow overwhelmed me, till His (God's) glory swept 
into it, and I said to my soul, "I will live for this;--a white 
ideal of high-souled womanhood, to walk with Him, bravely 
towards it, through the hard daily labor that awaits me, 
keeping the doors open, that the soul's light might flow 
outward into every thought and action; moreover, in every 
moment that I can have apart, to study faithfully, laying the 
foundation for the other perfecting. I thought 'When the 
other life comes and I find my soul-mate, I shall be the more 
ready for onward growth there and will not be happy!' The 
thought came, at times, like a heavy weight to be thrown off 
instantly, that it might be so llmg. 
But there is one effect of this life, that has made me wonder 
(if) I amright in continuing it; from the beginning this 
separation of soul and body,--this utmost repugnance to 
living with ine to whom I am not truly married, in the close 
relationship of man and wife, has been wearing away my 
bodily strength and I have grown slowly but surely weaker, 
year after year. Do not think for a moment that I have been 
unhappy, in truth, through it all, I could never tell you all 
since I have been gloriously happy in the light, and would not 
have stepped from its darkest shadows into any other road. I 
do not wish to look in any morbid light upon this health 
matter. 
I can only judge of the future by its past. They 
thought I needed society to change, and so I went east, and 
came back, ill in my heart, feeling that my only chance of life 
lay in reaching the mountains, and sadly puzzling the 
physicians, who could only say I must have rest, and quiet, 
not knowing that its own lack lay in my own home. 
I have spoken frankly of all to my mother and Mr. 
Hutchings. She sees, but never, never can understand it, this 
physical effect, and thinks, at least said when I spoke of it, a 
separation might be best, at other times she calls it mere 
fancy, but knows that I must do what I think right. 
As for Mr. Hutchings--o Mrs. Carr, I feel sick in 
thinking of the kind of love he has for me. I believe I should 
never have thought of the word separation if he had not 
spoken of it first in regard to my physical incapacity of 
satisfying him sexually. (Remember, I have always done my 
duty in all ways). He needs a strong, passionate woman. He 
was angry at the time, somewhat so, and I think his pride and 
fear of public opinion would make him reluctant to do this. 
Dear friend, some few years after the knowledge of 
my life of loneliness came to me, there came one whom you 
know, and I now feel that, all unconsciously to both, he has 
walked down into the very depths of my soul. 0, I often feel 
that God sent me all these years of sorrow-culture, alone with 
myself in the mountains, that impulse for study, for thought, 
all forming my soul to blend so fully with his, I might at the 
right time be with him through all his wandering, with His 
help, to strengthen and help. Is this not a terrible temptation 
and I have prayed so earnestly, 'Lead me not into 
temptation.' In all cases, I have added blessing, believing 
that, starting together and growing together, our souls will 
walk side by side in this work and the inner, now, and 
forever." 
It is hardly surprising that Elvira Hutchings would tum to 
Jeanne Carr for help. Mrs. Carr had shown in her own life 
considerable independence of the traditional role of women in 
marriage and may, all unwittingly, have provided a role model for 
Elvira Hutchings. Too, the very language of the letter, particularly 
the reference to "the other perfecting," is language that Mrs. Carr 
used in writing to John Muir. She may have surmised that the man 
who "walked into" Mrs. Hutchings life was John Muir but she had 
sent so many people to both Muir and Mrs. Hutchings she could 
not really have been sure. She was not kept in suspense very long. 
Mrs. Hutchings next letter was dated April 17, five days after the 
first: 
"0, Mrs. Carr. Mr. Hutchings knows all, knows how 
my friend feels toward me, furthermore he wishes us not to 
see or correspond with one another while I am his wife. To 
this we have, of course, agreed. He says he will do what is 
right, but o, I believe he thinks now he will have the same old 
power over me to chain me down. He can be so cruel. He told 
me it must be years (I do not intend it) before anything could 
be done, he said it was only fancy and he is so afraid of · 
public opinion. He wanted Mr. Muir to leave the valley, but 
his he would not promise, dear kind friend, for my sake. 
If you could only know the life I have led these past years, 
but I promised Mr. Hutchings to forgive all, and I do. From it 
I have lived a life apart, by myself, and almost wholly out of 
doors; but I feel now as if I had grown under these bonds, till 
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I must now break them, or grow no more. Is this wrong? 0, 
I am so tired at times. I pray you to help me, dear, dear 
friend. 
To be entirely alone it seems to me, away from this terrible 
friction, would be a heaven of rest! I could live most happily 
with my studies, but tell me, tell me, if I am wrong. 
Trying to look at this great question, great to me, for all ways, 
I wish to speak of the children. Mr. Hutchings says he must 
them if we separate, and although this would be very 
for me at first, time would soften it, and I should know 
feel as I did, when I thought last spring I should leave 
forever, that they would always have a comfortable 
e; that my mother would care faithfully for them and He 
ld watch over them. Moreover, I could always influence 
and if necessary go to them or have them with me, 
I could not do if I were to fade away as I have, with 
As for the shadow of my leaving, it migllt be no more 
that of my staying in this unhappy way, which they see 
Mrs. Carr, I believe that earth and love and justice are 
ndations of spiritual truths, but when human 
ce permits these laws to falsify spiritual truths, 
wisdom should, if possible, remedy it, and perhaps the 
of the careless throw, will be the means of future 
But, o dear friend, will you talk to me as a daughter, 
if you think it best will you read this to dear Dr. Kellogg, 
hand I must always, if he will let me, hold." 
No response from Mrs. Carr to Elvira Hutchings to these ftrst 
letters has been found. Perhaps Mrs. Carr was away from 
It seems unthinkable that she would ignore this plea for 
Or, perhaps, she was so stunned by the contents of the letters 
time to reflect how she might reply. There is almost a 
s break in the correspondence and again it is Mrs. 
who writes. The letter is dated May 14 
"I am feeling happier, more contented and younger 
I have felt for years as I believe I am right, and am 
to do what I think right, if it be other than the 
of the whole world. I have dreaded sending this 
, fearing it might be held back, but now have, I think, a 
opportunity. I think it may be best for me to go below, 
then we will talk this over together. In the meantime, 
about it. 0! Jeanne, my dear little woman, if you can, 
love me." 
It is entirely possible that John Muir helped Elvira Hutchings 
her letters out of Yosemite without knowing what she 
It is even likely that he helped her to leave the valley 
was able to get to Oakland to see Mrs. Carr. There was a 
around Wawona at the time that Muir had taken Elvira 
to the Bay Area a,nd had abandoned her. 
this same period Muir had written of a trip Mrs. Carr, 
and Willie Keith planned to take to the Yosemite 
he would guide. He probably was not prepared for a letter 
Mrs. Carr, dated May 27: 
John Muir: 
Only yesterday Dr. Kellogg and I had completed our 
for a visit to you. Dr. Carr had obtained a free pass for 
all the Central Pacific lines and had given me carte 
an indefinite leave of absence. Dr. Kellogg was 
me a little, stopping on the way for plants. 
Mrs. Hutchings has been here, and I can only 
that I did not go after the 'sorrow of love' she 
brought me. It is all I can bear, to have it come to me here. It 
will disappoint the best and dearest hopes I have had for you, 
if you are indeed too blind to see righteously where her duty 
is and what must be while those children live. 
I feel a great pity for her, though all my judgment 
and common sense cry out against the steps she is taking. All 
your work, more your glorious possibilities, are nothing to 
me, John, if you are not great enough to put yourself in Mr. 
Hutchings' place. I am greatly distressed about this and fear 
to do you injustice in my estimate of affairs, and I will say no 
more. I must know whether Mrs. Hutchings' statements are 
colored by her own wishes or yours: The eternal laws are 
wholly against my relating between Mrs. Hutchings and 
yourself, except one of friendship. The penalty for you, if 
they are broken, is deterioration, the falling below your own 
standards. I believe the very spirituality of your love has 
blinded your judgments and dulled your conscience, and 
made you see both her and yourself, so to speak, above the 
laws of duty to one's neighbors. 
There are practical questions before her in which 
my advice will be worthless unless I know how far you have 
warranted the expectations she seems to entertain of 
(somehow) reaching a higher usefulness with or for you than 
is possible in the place where you found her. She is not more 
fit than her little girls to take care of herself and today 
appeals to all the motherhood in me as a child astray and 
lost. 
She has abandoned the only place for work she had 
in the world for the (uncertain) protection of a brother-in-
law. 
If I can persuade her to go back with Dr. Kellogg, 
taking care of her little ones--and her share (as far as her 
health will allow) in the necessary burdens of summer, and 
she then matures a plan for separation to which Mr. 
Hutchings will agree, I shall feel a good deal relieved. I think 
in a way of her leaving she has proved her incapacity and 
lack of worldly wisdom. But I may misjudge her also, it seems 
I did here, for I was obliged to defer our full conversation 
until Friday. As briefly put before me, I am forced to think 
she has acted unwisely, for her children as well as for 
herself. And for you--we will speak of that when you come 
back from Greenland. I do not wish to see you or the valley at 
present, lest I should say repentable things." 
Whether or not John Muir was in love with Elvira Sproat 
Hutchings there is no way of knowing: but it is clearly evident that 
she thought he was. There is very little likelihood of any sexual 
affair between them; Muir believed in the injunctions of the Bible 
regarding moral behavior too literally for that to have happened. 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery," was a commandment too 
frrrnly planted in his mind for readers today to believe that he had 
been able to overcome Elvira Hutchings seeming aversion to 
sexual relations. He was also familiar with th~ other 
commandment, 'Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife." In 
view of his lifelong devotion to the Bible and its teachings, it 
seems, again, unlikely that he had, in fact, coveted Mrs. 
Hutchings. If she had appealed to him for help or protection, he 
would, chivalrously, respond (he was not less well-read in Sir 
Walter Scott than she), but it seems unlikely that he would have 
given up his work and study of the Yosemite to settle down with 
Mrs. Hutchings. She, seeking a soul-mate and believing she had 
found one, probably grasped at Muir as the way of getting out of a 
situation she found intolerable. 
Marriage had, however, been definitely on his mind that 
(continued ... ) 
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AN EPISODE IN THE YOSEMITE: "TO LOVE IS PAINFlJL"<conrinued ... ) 
spring as he had written his sister, Sarah, that he had been offered 
"a lass w' a tocher (dowry)," but he was not ready to settle down 
yet. It is intriguing to speculate who this lass might have been: in 
1873, Muir probably had not yet met Louie Strenzel, who a 
decade later became his wife. Emily Pelton was in California, 
perhaps still unkissed by Muir, but Mrs. Carr years later in life 
said that Emily had rejected Muir. 
Mrs. Hutchings did try to contact Muir one last time before 
leaving Yosemite; in a letter of September 13, 1873, Muir wrote 
enigmatically to Mrs. Carr: 
"I was surprised last evening by receiving an envelope 
inclosing [sic] this letter of yours and a line requesting me to 
read and remail it. I sealed it without reading it, thinking 
that it would be better for you to read it first, knowing that 
you could easily bring it to Tahoe if you wished me to see it." 
Again, there is no way of knowing if John Muir had ever 
read this letter but it is a poignant commentary on the dream that 
he not come true for Mrs. Hutchings: 
"Dear friend, 
I feel that I must talk to you a little while, and 
perhaps ca11 say more fully what I wish in this way than in 
another. You know me, now, more fully than a11y other living 
soul upon the earth, for you have known me when most weak 
i11 body and mind, whe11 deeply hurt and most anxious, a11d 
doubtful about myself I feel stronger now, and wish you to 
know me at all times. I believe I went to you in my 
loneli11ess, as a bird would fly to a grand old cedar in a 
storm--as I would have gone to Christ had He been here i11 
human shape, and I believe that He sent me, for I prayed to 
Him to help me ... There are plenty of other dear old trees to 
rest under, a11d I should not starve. So you see I have no fear 
for the future, and though I have see11 many living lives that 
seem to run through peaceful sunny days without storm, or 
shadow, I would not exchange my life for theirs; no--not 
even walki11g, barefoot, over the rough stones in the canyon's 
shadow. Where will the deeply teamed and keen -eyed 
scholar go for comfort and strength in bereavement, when 
the veil seems partly to withdraw and material things lie far 
below?" 
It would be interesting to know just what John Muir had to 
say about this storm that swirled about his head in that spring of 
1873. We do know that later Muir was able to read the letters he 
had written to Mrs. Carr which were in the possession of George 
Wharton James, Muir gave instructions that certain letters were to 
be destroyed either in part of or totally. Two letters, one from 
May and another from June of 1873, were ordered destroyed, 
entirely or in part. Other letters, with the subject, "Hutchings," 
though not indicating whether it was James or Elvira, were also 
ordered destroyed. The only suitable way to judge of this affair is 
by our knowledge of Muir and the kind of man he was. 
In that spring of 1873, Mrs. Hutchings did return to her 
husband and she did remain with him a while longer before 
returning to San Francisco where she found another man who was 
her means of escaping Hutchings. Later in life, Muir heard from 
one of Hutchings' daughters, both of whom had been particular 
favorites of his when they were growing up in Yosemite, that her 
mother was enjoying a peaceful, serene life. 
The exact nature of the relationship between John Muir and 
Elvira Sproat Hutchings must remain a mystery. We do know, 
however, that Muir continued to be a close friend of Mrs. Carr, 
that he stayed on in the Yosemite, observing and writing, and that 
when the Hutchings left the Yosemite in the fall of 1874, Elvira 
rode in the wagon at the side of her husband, James Mason 
Hutchings. 
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BONANZA 
that the British have rediscovered John Muir, the book world 
with new editions of his works. In the last year two 
collections have appeared from a publishing coalition: 
Wicks and Diadem in Britain, and The Mountaineers Press 
Both are edited and introduced by Terry Gifford. The 
volume, John Muir: His Life and Letters and Other Writings, 
Muir's Cruise of the Corwin and Stickeen, along with a 
number of essays by Muir as well as Bade's Life and 
Letters and S. Hall Young's Alaska Days 
with John Muir. The second 
volume, John Muir: the 
Eight Wilderness-Discovery 
Books, reprinted Boyhood 
and Youth, A Thousand Mile 
Walk, My First Summer in the 
Sierra, The Mountains of 
California, Our National Parks, 
The Yosemite, Travels in Alaska, 
and Steep Trails, the latter a 
collection of Muir essays ~ 
originally collected and compiled lil 
by Bade after Muir's death. Both 11 
these omnibus volumes are bound in ~ 
cloth, handsomely illustrated and ~ 
available at a price of about $38.00 ~ 
a bargain considering they represent almost all the major u 
works of John Muir. For orders contact The lil 
Books, 1001 SW Klickitat Way, Suite 201, Seattle ~ 
98134; phone 206-223-6303; fax 206-223-6306. ~ 
The latest candidate from Britain is a nifty paperback from ! 
Classics, John Muir: The Wilderness Journeys, edited lil 
introduced by Graham White. In it are five of Muir's most ~ 
books--Boyhood, Thousand Mile Walk, My First Summer, ~ 
in Alaska, and Stickeen. The print is tight but the price is ~ 
at about $14.95 plus shipping and handling, this ill 
''"''vnhlmP should be on everyone's shopping list, just in time ll 
for spring vacation or that ~ 
long Sierra hike this summer. ~ 
For orders contact Interlink 
Publishing, 46 Crosby Street, 
Northampton MA 01060-
1804; phone 413-582-7054; 
fax 413-582-7057; email 
interpg@aol.com 
Costs are a problem everywhere, especially in academia 
today. We can only continue publishing and distributing this 
modest newsletter through support from our readers. By 
becoming a member of the John Muir Center, you will be assured 
of receiving the Newsletter for a full year. You will also be kept 
on our mailing list to receive information on the annual California 
History Institute and other events and opportunities sponsored by 
the John Muir Center. 
Please join us by completing the followi11g form and 
returning it, along with a $15. check made payable to The John 
Muir Center for Regional Studies, University of the Pacific, 3601 
Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95211. 
Y.s, I want to join the John Muir Center and continue to 
receive the John Muir Newsletter. EnchJsed is $15 for a one-
year membership. Use this fonn to renew your current 
membership. Outside U.S.A. add $4.00 for postage. 
Name .................................................................... ... . .. 
Institution/ Affiliation ... ... ........................ ..... ....... .. . . 
Mailing address & zip .................. ................ .......... . 
THE JoHN MuiR NEWSLETTER 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
Stockton, CA 95211 
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